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1.6% increase
set for 2013
housing rates

*3 • j- tjd.

BY ANYA ZENTMEYER
GVL EDITOR IN CHIEF

Grand Valley State
University students liv
ing on campus next fall
will see a 1.6 percent in
crease in housing costs,
approved by the univer
sity’s Board of Trustees
last week, bringing the
per-semester cost of both
a traditional style living
center and a 14-meal plan
up by $40, costing resi
dents $2,740 and $1,300
respectively.
The Housing budget
for fiscal year 2013-14
was cut by $1.3 million
from the previous year,
totaling at $44.9 million
in 2012-13 compared to
this year’s total of $46.2
million.
This past fall saw an
all-time high in occupan
cy rates at GVSU, with
5,855 students living on
campus in fall 2012. 7,387
students purchased a uni
versity meal plan for the
2012-13 school year.
editorial@lanthorn.com
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Winds of change: Associate Vice President for Facilities Planning, James Moyer, presents the renovation renderings for AuSable Hall to the Board.

Trustees approve new projects
Board gives green light on $18.7 million worth of construction on Allendale's Campus
BY ANYA ZENTMEYER
AND LIZZY BALBOA

dale Campus - a 22,000 squarefoot addition to Au Sable Hall,
GVL STAFF
and a new home for the Universi
he Grand Valley State Uni ty Bookstore - a two-story, 45,000
versity Board of Trustees square-foot building to free up
passed plans to move for the existing space for additional
food service, student study areas
ward on two new construction
projects on the university’s Allen and student life activities.

T

“The Au Sable and market
place projects have been in the
works as a proposal for several
months, and James Moyer and
his staff have been working on fi
nalizing the proposal,” said Matt
McLogan, vice president for Uni
versity Relations.

The projected $6.7 million
project, scheduled to begin this
June and wrap up construction in
2014, will add eight classrooms,
16 faculty offices and additional
student study space to Au Sable
SEE TRUSTEES, A2

Teach For America provides post-graduate incentives
BY RYAN JARVI
GVL STAFF WRITER

TEACH FOR AMERICA | COURTESY

Tomorrow’s teachers: Leslie-Bernard Joseph taught in New York City in 2007 for Teach for America. GVSU ranked
third in the state with those graduating from the Teach For America program but is looking for more participation

Though Grand Valley State
University is ranked third in the
state for the number of graduated
students joining the Teach For
America Corps, these numbers
are still lower than other universi
ties across the nation — including
Michigan State University and the
University of Michigan.
Though GVSU is on pace for
double-digit membership this
year, only eight of its graduates
joined TFA last year.
“I believe eight from a school
like Grand Valley is far too small,”
said Randy Warren, TFA recruit
ment manager of Michigan.
Other schools across the na
tion with populations over 10,000
have around 80 graduates entering
TFA, he said.
“One of my priorities is to en
sure that Grand Valley is stepping
up to be a leader,” Warren said,
mentioning a goal of 15 members
from GVSU annually.
TFA is a member of the AmeriCorps national service network

and is a non-profit organization
that hires college graduates to
teach K-12 in education-stricken
regions across the U.S. There are
currently 10,400 TFA teachers na
tionwide, with 5,800 of those be
ing first-year members.
TFA is not only for individu
als with an education degree, its
members come from a variety of
fields including health care, law
and communications.
“We enlist the most capable
and committed college graduates
from all academic areas to actually
become teachers in one of 46 re
gions throughout America,” War
ren said.
TFA Corps members may spec
ify any preferred regions, academ
ic level or subjects they would like
to teach, but individuals are ulti
mately placed according to where
their skills are most needed.
Members are employed for two
years, receive full salaries and ben
efits through their district and are
certified teachers. Salaries range
SEE TEACH, A2

Committee formed to address overcrowding at rec center
BY SARAH HILLENBRAND
GVL SENIOR REPORTER

As Grand Valley State Univer
sity climbs higher each year in en
rollment size and campus scope,
both its Fieldhouse and Recre
ation Center, too, have continued
to garner larger crowds with each
enrollment boost, causing a little
bit of congestion in the now over
utilized facilities.
In order to address the over
crowding in campus recreation
and exercise facilities, the uni
versity has formed a committee
to help administrators like Brad
Wallace of Athletic and Recre

ation Facilities
Management,
decide what
the most prev
alent and cur
rent needs are
for students at
GVSU.
“Our ma
WALLACE
jor focus has
been to collect
information
from other universities and our
own students, faculty and staff”
Wallace said. “We have benchmarked with peer institutions,
conducted formal and informal

surveys around campus and are
compiling our own user statis
tics in efforts to truly understand
our shortcomings at this time.
What we are finding is there is a
need and desire by the students
for more informal and program
mable recreational space.”
The committee includes rep
resentatives from the athletics
department, campus recreation,
movement science, club sports,
housing and residence life, human
resources and Student Senate.
The major issues with over
crowding tend to deal with the
basketball and volleyball courts,

the pool and the exercise areas
such as the free weight room and
treadmills, Wallace said. In the
shortterm, students are encour
aged to plan their workouts dur
ing the morning hours when the
building is slower. A longterm
solution, they said, would lie in
some kind of expansion of ser
vices and facilities.
“Its a great problem to have,”
Wallace added. “We love being
popular and that people want to
come and utilize our facilities.”
Wallace said another reason
the problem has increased is be
cause GVSU has turned from a
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campus of largely commuter stu
dents, to a more residential cam
pus in the last few years.
“The reason we are seeing the
large usage numbers and in all of
our facilities is directly related to
the growth of Grand Valleys en
rollment as well as the new hous
ing that has been constructed
recently on and around campus,”
Wallace said. “The university’s
enrollment has almost doubled
since the original recreations cen
ter was built.”
So how soon these changes
SEE COMMITTEE, A2
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Hall, which McLogan said the
university has only made two ad
ditions to since its initial construc
tion in 1974.
The new space will also house
the ELS Language Center, an Eng
lish language program that has
been in collaboration with GVSU
for 10 years, which will move from
its existing space on 48th Avenue.
The new classroom space better
accommodates ELS students, a re
ported 130 of which enroll at the
center in any given session.
The Laker Marketplace, the
name for the new bookstore-food

GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN

service hybrid that will replace the
existing bookstore and repurpose
its current space for expanded
student activities and food service
with the intent to relieve a crowd
ing issue in the Kirkhof Center
during peak passing times, specifi
cally noon.
“The marketplace has been
thought of for actually quite a
while because we have run out of
space entirely in the Kirkhof Cen
ter,” McLogan said. “We’ve added
onto it twice and practically can’t
add onto it anymore.”
The new two-story Laker Mar
ketplace will cost the university
$12 million to build, and be con
structed concurrently with the

previously announced $55 million,
155,000-square foot new science
building, which will bring stateof-the-art laboratories, classrooms
and faculty offices to GVSU. The
Laker Marketplace will be located
on the south side of the new sci
ence building, across from Padnos
Hall on North Campus Drive. The
marketplace is expected to near
completion in May 2015, the sci
ence building following shortly
thereafter in the fall.
“(We will) be able to accommo
date additional services that stu
dents tell us they want, including
space for electronic merchandise,”
McLogan said.
Though $30 million of the $55

TEACH
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BRIEFS
UBS HOSTS GV T-SHIRT CONTEST
The University Bookstore at Grand Valley State University
are looking for students to design the next Grand Valley tshirt. The winning creation will be both printed and sold in
stores and online. The winner of this contest will get $100
worth of Grand Valley Champion items. The criteria for de
signing the t-shirt are to create a representation of how they
see Grand Valley. This contest is open to all GVSU students
and the deadline is March 10.The winners of this contest will
be announced on March 13. For further details on the con
test, visit the University Book Store's website at http://www.
ubs.gvsu.edu.
TRUSTEES PREVIEW NEW LIBRARY
Members of the Grand Valley State University Board of
Trustees toured the Mary Idema Pew Library Learning and
Information Commons after their Feb. 8 board meeting.
Members included Board Chair Shelley Padnos, trustees Da
vid Way and Mary Kramer. This was Kramer's first visit to
campus as a trustee.
GRAD ASSISTANT TO SPEAK AT TITANIC EXHIBIT
Kelly Senkowski, graduate assistant in the Office of
Graduate Studies, will be a featured presenter on Friday,
Feb. 15 at the Grand Rapids Public Museum, giving two
presentations about the story of her great-grandmother
JessieTrout's experience on theTitanic and how she
survived. She will also be a guest at the museum's “Night
to Remember" event on Feb. 21. Until now, Senkowski said
there hasn't been much interest in this story often before,
and so she has only told it in a couple of her children's
classrooms throughout the years.
MAREC WELCOMES THE MUSKEGON ANGELS
The Grand Valley State University Michigan Alternative
• l
and Renewable Energy Center announced last Friday the
formation of a new investment group called The Muskegon
Angels to advance the development of start-up and mature
companies in the Lakeshore area. MAREC will house the
new Muskegon Angels, who will more specifically focus on
local growth, and investment and assistance in teh areas of
advanced manufacturing, food processing, technology and
water-related innovations and business.
The effort was coordinated in a joint effort by Nichols'
Mike Olthoff, Larry Hines of the Hines Corporation, and
leadership assistance from GVSU's Eric Seifert.

from $25,500 to $51,000 depending on
location. In addition, AmeriCorps also
awards Corps members up to $6,500
per year to be used for educational pur
poses, such as paying off student loans
or funding further schooling.
There are also many intrinsic ben
efits to joining TFA, said Jeff Mutch,
coordinator for the Community Ser
vice Learning Center at GVSU.
“Basically you’re gaining work ex
perience, helping to give back, work
ing with kids and addressing issues of
education, which is one of the probably
most urgent issues we’re facing in the
United States,” Mutch said.
Other job and educational opportu
nities are available to those associated
with TFA. Certain graduate schools
will offer preferential acceptance to
Teach For America alumni and will
defer students’ enrollment for two
years while they serve in the program,
Mutch said.
“It’s just a really good way to address
a public need, get some real world ex
perience, and be giving back and re
ceiving a lot from it at the same time,”
Mutch said. “Especially here at Grand
Valley where our Laker values are re
ally centered quite a bit around service

COMMITTEE
CONTINUED FROM A1

could begin to crop up in GVSU’s
campus?- Not very. Wallace said it is a
slow process, and they are stil in the
very early planning stages.
“We first need to determine if this
is an initiative that the students want
to support and then we will need to in
volve many others on campus to make
any addition a reality,” Wallace said.
“As with any major project, funding
will be one of the bigger obstacles to
overcome.”
Tim Selgo, director of Athletics at

million science building is statefunded, the university isn’t receiv
ing any federal or state assistance
for either the Laker Marketplace or
the addition to Au Sable Hall, both
of which McLogan said are being
“handled by the university’s auxilia
ry funds,” utilized by self-sustaining
university departments like Housing
and Residence Life, Campus Din
ing and the Meadows Golf Course,
which are separate from the General
Operation Fund budget and have no
effect on student tuition.
“We’re going to have some re
ally great space and it meets long
identified needs,” McLogan said.
In other university expansion ef
forts, the Board of Trustees autho

and community. It’s a big part of who
we are, it’s a big part of who our stu
dents are and who our alumni mem
bers are.”
Natalie Cleary graduated from

ii
There's no better time
to have a profound
impact, and no better ,
way to do it than to be
a teacher.

W

RANDY WARREN
TFA RECRUITMENT MANAGER

GVSU last year, but has been interested
in TFA since her junior year after tak
ing a class that focused on education
inequality in America.

GVSU, said these kind of large-scale
building projects take the most time.
“The programming that we have
going on are off the charts,” Selgo
said. “These are multi-million dollar
facilities and things like that take a
lot of time.”
The Kelley Family Sports Center,
he added, as an example of a lengthly,
but well-worth it undertaking, which is
now in its fifth year at GVSU.
“It was a long process to get that fa
cility, but with West Michigan weather,
it is a great building to have,” Selgo
said. “Our facilities are overcrowded,
but imagine what it would be like now

rized the purchase of two parcels
of land located along 48th Avenue
held for future development by
the university. The two properties
- one 17-acre parcel of land and
another one-acre parcel - will cost
the university $315,000 in Campus
Development Fund money.
Tom Butcher of university
counsel told trustees at the meet
ing that the real-estate on the cor
ner of 48th Avenue and Luce Street
is a sensible move on the part of
the university because of its prox
imity to existing domain, however,
the administration has not yet de
termined any specific use for the
real-estate at this time.
edltorlal@lanthorn.com

“I got really interested in education
inequality and got interested in how
many people in America don’t have ac
cess to quality education,” Cleary said.
After serving as student body presi
dent at GVSU and earning a degree in
political science, she began her train
ing for TFA and is currently teaching
in Detroit.
“Before going into it, I was nervous
about what I would encounter and
wasn’t sure about what I was getting
into,” Cleary said. “But as my experi
ences have gone on, I’ve really enjoyed
it and I’ve learned so much—I wouldn’t
change it.”
Warren said TFA exists for the sole
reason of achieving quality education
at a national level.
“There’s no better time to have a
profound impact, and no better way to
do it than to be a teacher,” he said.
Applicants must have a bachelor’s
degree by the first day of their summer
training and must have a cumulative
undergraduate GPA of 2.5. The dead
line to apply is Feb. 15. To apply or get
more information on TFA, visit www.
teachforamerica.org.
For other service opportunity in
formation visit the Community Ser
vice Learning Center located in 1110B
Kirkhof.
rlarvl@lanthorn.com

without having that building.”
Wallace also said the committee
has discussed the need of having some
type of facility for GVSU students who
are primarily on the Pew Campus in
downtown Grand Rapids.
“If the students see the need for a
GVSU-run recreation center down
town, then we would be happy to take
those suggestions and pass them along
and include those ideas in future plan
ning,” Wallace said.
To give your input on recreation at
GVSU, visit www.gvsu.edu/sportsfacilities and select the online suggestion box.
shillenbrand@lanthorn.com

At the Lanthom we strive to bring you the most accurate
news possible. If we make a mistake, we want to make it right
If you find any errors in fact in the Lanthom, let us know by
calling 616-331-2464 or by emailing editorialtgXanthom.conn.
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Growing close: GVSU students Lucy Keller (left) and Noah Zucker (right) speak during Avi Shabbat. The event allowed Muslims and Jewish students to share stories and build

Breaking bread, breaking barriers
Muslim, Jewish students share fellowship to remember 2010 death
BY LIZZY BALBOA
GVL NEWS EDITOR

In typical fashion, the Jewish Hillel group Grand Valley
State University broke bread together Friday night as they
celebrated Shabbat, or the Jewish day of rest. But this bread
passed through different hands and had a deeper signifi
cance than usual.
Even as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict fostered contin
ued tension around the world, GVSUs Muslim and Jewish
students sat in peaceful fellowship and inquired after one
another’s families, journeys to their homelands, futures and
religious traditions.

Hillel President Noah Zucker said the Jewish organiza
tion invited the Muslim Student Association to participate
in a meal to honor Avi Schaefer, a Jewish Brown University
student who worked to improve Muslim-Jewish relations
before being killed by a drunk driver in 2010.
The Jewish student group received a grant from the Avi
Schaefer Fund to host a dinner for Muslim and Jewish stu
dents at GVSU on the night before Schafers yahrzeit, or
anniversary of death, celebrated by the Jewish people. “I’m
hoping that there’s many more to come,” Zucker said.
Hillel hosts a Shabbat meal every other Friday night, but
this was the first time an official invitation was extended to
students of other faiths.

The peaceful night shared by the Muslim and Jewish stu
dents is not an anomaly, though. Zucker said the two groups
have a good relationship at GVSU compared to other places
around the world or even other campuses in Michigan.
“Compared to other campuses it’s really good because
there’s a lot of campuses where there’s, at least from our
standpoint, a very active anti-Israel sentiment on many
campuses around the country, and here there doesn’t seem
to be either pro or against either side,” Zucker said. “It’s just
kind of a not talked about issue, which is better than not,
but for me I’d like to see it as we can do things together and
SEE BREAD, A6

Convocation rewards outstanding GVSU faculty
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Over 200 pack Loosemore auditorium to honor faculty at awards ceremony
BY AUSTIN METZ
GVL ASSOCIATE EDITOR

AUSTIN METZ | GVL

For the love of service: Robert Adams, keynote speaker and recipient of the "GVSU
Outstanding University Service Award” for 2013 speaks about the importance of service.

Over two hundred faculty,
staff, and spectators filled the
Charles W. Loosemore Audi
torium Thursday afternoon
for Grand Valley State Uni
versity’s 2013 Faculty Awards
Convocation Ceremony.
“We are here for our sixth
annual Faculty Awards Con
vocation, I can’t believe how
the time has flown by,” said
GVSU Provost Gayle R. Davis
during her opening address.
“We are here at the university
ready to celebrate some mile
stone years for some of our
outstanding faculty.”
Milestone awards were
presented to faculty who
served 25, 30, 35, and 40
years at the university along
with Pew Awards for Ex
cellence, CSCE Awards for
Scholarly and Creative Ex
cellence, and University
Awards for Excellence.
Davis opened the event
and began by presenting
awards for the different mile

stones with the help of GVSU
President Thomas J. Haas.
Davis made it clear that
not only was the university
proud of the faculty receiving
awards, it was also proud of
all the other faculty who have
worked through the years.
“I would like to take a
minute to just thank all of
the faculty who are here for
the hard work you do every
day on behalf of the univer
sity,” Davis said. “Whether
you joined us 40 years ago
or last fall, know that your
work is so appreciated ...
Thank you for being such a
dedicated and terrific facul
ty. I can’t tell you how proud
I am to be your Provost. To
support you, challenge you,
plan with you, and today to
honor you.”
Overall, seven faculty
members were awarded the
25 year milestone award,
two received the 30 year
award, two received the 35
year award, and five were
awarded the 40 year award.
The other three categories

of awards focused on faculty
who have made a difference
through undergraduate and
graduate mentoring pro
grams, the top part-time fac
ulty and to those who have
achieved teaching excellence
while teaching at the Pew
Campus, and also the uni
versity awards for excellence.
The convocation address
was presented by Associate
Professor of Computing and
Information Systems and grad
uate program chair D. Robert
Adams and centered on how
his perspective on service has
changed through the years.
“As a way of framing my
thoughts and my experienc
es in service, I came across
this quote,” Adams said. "...
The quote is by Ghandi and
it says, ‘The best way to find
yourself is to lose yourself in
the service of others.”’
Adams credited being
asked to serve on a commit
tee and being asked to put
in long hours of service for
SEE FACULTY, A6

Snyder’s budget proposes 2% funding increase
Gov. Rick Snyder’s $50.9 million budget proposal includes
small but welcome boost to higher education aid in Michigan
BY ANYA ZENTMEYER
GVL EDITOR IN CHIEF

Public educators across
the state can breath a very
small sigh of relief after Gov.
Rick Snyder’s release of his
2014 Michigan Budget Pro
posal, a $50.9 billion budget
that calls for a 2 percent in
crease in minimum per-pupil
funding for public universi
ties and community colleges.
Under Snyder’s proposal,
additional state aid would re
main contingent on schools
meeting performance crite
ria like graduation rates, and
degrees awarded in emerging

■y

high-demand areas of study
like engineering and science
in addition to limiting tu
ition increases.
,
Despite a 15 percent cut
in state funding enforced by
Snyder’s 2011-2012 budget
that took GVSUs appropria
tion down from $60 million
to $53 million, the university
is optimistic that Michigan
is on an upswing. “We ex
pect this means that the era
of cutting is over and we are
now on a path toward rein
vesting in Michigan’s impor
tant higher education asset,
which is critical to the state’s
economic future,” said Matt

IcLogan, vice president for
niversity relations, in an
Tide published online at
ILive.com.
McLogan told report
's that under Snyder’s
jrrent budget proposal,
VSU could see as much
i a-.$55 million increase
i state funding, though
le university remains last
i the state for appropriaons per student.
With a 54 percent increase
i enrollment over the last 12
■ars> GVSU ranks ahead
all of Michigan’
Michigan*s other
other 15
blit universities for enroll
■nt growth, and m

high graduation rates in both
nursing and engineering.
GVSU President Thom
as J. Haas presented Board
of Trustee members a 2012
Accountability Map at
the Feb. 8 meeting, which
served to compare GVSU’s
data with those from pub
lic universities both state
and nationwide.
For a full look at both
Haas’ 2012-2013 Account
ability Report and 2012 Ac
countability Map, visit www.

gvsu.edu/accountability/.
editorial a
ianthorn.com

ASSOCIATED PRESS | COURTESY

Governor Rick Snyder looks on during the
Budget Proposal meeting. The new budget will increase funding.
Making changes:

i
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Eating and napping: the new college way of life

BY STEPHANIE SCHOCH
GVL COLUMNIST

Avoiding the deprivations
of winter much like most of us
avoid eye-contact with anyone
speaking at people while hold
ing a bible, bears must have
known exactly what they were
doing when they first decided
to peace out for a good, long
six months.
Because who wouldn’t

want the excuse “I’m sorry, I
can’t, I need to eat all of the
food in my fridge and then
take a series of really long
naps.” Along with the cold,
traditional food sources dry
up and much-needed shelter
can be hard to find These
statements often hold true
for the species collegeous
studentius otherwise known
as college students: after all,
the walk to the Connection
can be treacherous and your
roommate’s boyfriend is over
for the weekend
Around this time of
year, I am reminded of my
belief that some people were

QUESTION OF THE ISSUE

WHAT SHOULD BE TOP PRIORITY FOR
GVSU AS THE CAMPUS EXPANDS TO
ACCOMMODATE MORE STUDENTS?

"GV needs more commuter park
ing and more seating in the caf
eterias. There is nothing worse
that having to stand while I eat
my lunch."

LINDSAY MCNALLY
Senior
Math and Spanish
St. Charles. Ml

"Expand parking, campus wide.”

CHARLOTTE WILM0RE
Senior
Mathematics
Grandville. Ml

"GV needs to accommodate
freshman housing because the
experience of living in freshman
dorms is important."

AARON NEMETH
Senior
Mathematics
Grayling, Ml

“More students means the school
needs more housing.”

simply meant to hibernate.
They walk around like a new
species of sloths, minus the
cuteness, their eyes barely
opened and their mouths
agape and twisted as if they
were a mother walking
into Spencer’s for the first
time. These people were not
meant to be seen in such a
snowy environment. Un
natural to them, they yearn
for long days filled with
sunlight and beaches.
These creatures that I
speak of can be observed
in their natural habitats
during the summer, but to
fully understand their bian

nual metamorphosis, they
must be followed into the
depths of the dreaded winter
months. Currently I am fol
lowing and documenting the
patterns of what looks to be
an upper-classman (indica
tors include glazed-over
eyes, sloppy appearance,
shivering with coffee mug
in hand, and a look saying
“I’ve been here for far too
long”), and although I did
not start by observing him
in the summer (can you say
restraining order?) the signs
are obvious that he is one of
the new, emerging species.
But who’s to say that we

VALLEY VOTE

NO: 14%

sschoch@lanthorn.com

WEB EXCLUSIVE

Have you ever used any GVSU
social media sites?
YES: 86%

Skiing, snowboarding
and skating - maybe they
were designed to get from
point A to point B faster, so
as not to freeze? Or there is
always the possibility that
our ancestors recognized
their frostbitten fate, and
tried to invent things to
make it fun. That’s what we
need to do, make winter
fun!
Tell that to the sloths:
trust me, we don’t care what
you have to say unless it in
cludes the words sun, soon,
summer, or Ray-Bans.

were the first to declare our
hate for winter? Cavemen
most likely grunted and
groaned when snowflakes
started to appear, know
ing full well that their loan
cloths would be as useful as
a chocolate teapot.
How is it we have de
cided that, as humans, we
can survive the cold winter
months. Because of the
resources that we possess?
Not everyone has a warm
home to help brave the cold.
Let’s face it, winter is practi
cally a means for natural
selection. It was meant to
kill us.

THIS ISSUE’S QUESTION:
Do you think GVSU’s campus is
becoming too overcrowded?

Read the blog

"Global
By Amina Mamaty

LOG ON & VOTE
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EDITORIAL

MANIFEST DESTINY
As GVSU builds to accommodate a rapid rise in enrollment numbers,
its impact on Allendale Township is more tangible than ever before
n 1970, according to U.S. Census
data, the entire population of Al
lendale Township was less than the
number of first-time-in-any-college
students entering Grand Valley State
University fall 2012 - the 4,005 new
freshmen would have cast a marginal
shadow over the 3,554 total Allendale
Township residents of our yesteryear.
One decade later, Allendale Town
ship’s total population spiked 71.07
percent to 6,080, and continued the
trend for the next decade, the most
recent U.S. Census data for 2012
reporting a 58.78 percent increase in
township residents from 2000-2010 20,708 people now living, working and
(most forcefully) attending college in
the area - and still less than the uni
versity’s record fall headcount, when
24,654 graduate and undergraduate
stuckaU signeclouj^is past fall.
Enrollment climbed steadily at
GVSU over the last decade or so, too. In
fact, the 54 percent increase in enroll
ment from 2000-2012 crowns the uni

versity first in enrollment growth out of
all 15 of Michigan’s public universities.
Now, couple that with the 122
square-feet that has GVSU second
to last in per-student building space
on those rankings, and it’s obvious
why GVSU seems to be scooping up
Allendale Township real estate faster
than the one guy without cholera
during 1800s Westward Expansion.
On the whole, the introduction of
GVSU to the Allendale community
probably has done more good than
bad - a resurgence of commerce along
the main roads, repopulation of young
people who become invested in the
community in a way that might prompt
them to stay in the area post-gradu
ation, as well as some really fantastic
partnerships with university programs
like the College of Education, who
work with Allendale Public Schools as a
built-in part of their curriculum.
However, upon the announcement
of yet another handful of million dol
lar, auxiliary-funded large scale con

struction projects scheduled for the
next five or so years, we could help
but tip our hats to the residents of Al
lendale Township, who are struggling
to maintain the quiet charm that led
them this far away from civilization
in the first place.
In the Allendale Township 2015
Strategic Plan, posted on the town
ship’s website, “dominance by GVSU”
is listed under major development
liabilities. 38 percent of residents
who responded to a public survey in
2011 expressed the opinion that the
most pressing issue facing Allendale
Township, was the “impact of GVSU”
on the community, and 47.7 percent
were more specifically concerned
about the integration and inclusion of
college students in the community.
So, as GVSU continues to move
forward with its 360-expansion of
academia, we here at the Lanthorn can
only assume it will do so aware of not
only the great future ahead of us, but
also the history we leave in our wake.

GVL EDITORIAL CARTOON I BY ANDREW SMITH
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POINTS AND BODY SHOTS Aft 5

DANIELLE MANKIN
Junior
Psychology
Cheboygan, Ml

"I think that there should be more
parking on campus. It is hard to
find a parking spot as is, let alone
if more students come.”

KATIE PIERSON
Sophomore
CSAT
Owosso. Ml

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goat of the Grand Valley
Lanthorns opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the Grand
Valley State University community.
Student opinions published here do
not necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn aims
to be a safe vehicle for community
discussion. The Lanthorn will
not publish or entertain any
forms of hate speech, but will not
discriminate against any other
views, opinions or beliefs. The
content, information and views
expressed are not approved by nor
necessarily represent those of the
university, its Board of TYustees,
officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved for letters

asmith@lanthorn.com

to the editor only, all other readergenerated content can be submitted
to the Grand Valley Lanthorns
YourSpace page by emailing
community<g>lanthom.com.
letters to the editor should
include the author’s full name and
relevant title along with a valid email
and phone number for confirming
the identity of the author. Letters
should be approximately 500-650
words in length, and are not edited by
the staff of the Grand Valley Ijinthom
outside of technical errors for clarity.
To make a submission, email
at editorial9lanthom.com or by
dropping off your submission in
person at

0051 KIRKH0F CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276

Got something to say?
We’ll listen.
editorial@lanthorn.com

Motivation for the masses

BY NATE SMITH
GVL COLUMNIST

Motivation. That thing
that drives us to shuffle out
of bed every day for some
thing we’re probably not
to keen on. Well, it seems
as though I’ve misplaced
mine about a week or so
ago. Countless fliers and
Craigslist ads later I’m sit
ting in my pj’s ignoring of a
massive pile of homework
while watching the season
premier of Community.
It’s like I’m on the outside
looking in when it comes to
my mind. I can hear a little

voice (which I’m assuming is
the logical part of my brain)
screaming for me to buckle
down. It’s like my brain
doesn’t understand that more
sleep means less time to get
ready for class or to do the
homework that I “forgot”. I’ve
started bribing myself with
food to accomplish even the
most simple of tasks.
I don’t know what hap
pened! One minute I have
everything organized in my
room, down to my socks.
Next thing I know I’m
showing up late to func
tions because the mound of
clothes on my floor ate my
car keys and won’t give them
back. Maybe it’s the snow?
Maybe I’ve finally bitten off
more than I can chew and
I’m not longer able to do any
sort of work....See! Even my

ability to make good excuses
is slipping! I know I’m not
alone in this. In the same
way junkies can spot one
another, I can spot people
who are also helplessly float
ing from day to day. The
distant and lifeless looks
in their eyes as they wade
through the snow towards
their destination. We’re
pretty much all on autopilot
at this point. I look around
the classroom when the
professor asks a question,
and I catch so many morose
and downtrodden glances I
expect Sarah McLaughlin’s
“In the Arms of an An
gel” to start playing in the
background. It’s a sad scene
to say the least. Who knows
what will bring me out of
this funk? Maybe this is the
classic “amnesia episode” of

my life’s sitcom! Maybe all I
need is for something heavy
to fall on my head and bring
me backL.Nah, that seems
too easy. All I know is that
I can’t let this be the new
normal for me. This is a one
way ticket to being featured
on an episode of “Hoarders”.
That’s it! Fear is the ulti
mate motivator. I’m just going
to start using my fear of be
coming a crazy cat man to get
me off of my ass! I’m sure this
won’t be enough to motivate
everyone (especially the silent
criers in my 6-9pm classes)
but it’s a start! Think about
the worst case scenario if you
continue to drift through life.
No matter what it is I’m sure
you can think of something
a bit more...illustrious!....And
less creepy.
nsmlth@lanthorn.com
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ILLUSTRATIONS BY
SEAN HAMILTON

GVSU SOPHOMORE, ART MAJOR

“This past year I was published as an
illustrator in a book called ‘Pals Forever;
Memoirs Of A Labrador In His Own Words’,
written by my grandfather,.Richard L
Hamilton. This is his 5th or 6th book he has
written, but my first that I have illustrated.”
- Sean Hamilton

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Belief in higher power much
different than college degree
Christine (and other read
ers),
Reading your article
in the Lanthorn this week
was interesting. Your con
nection with higher educa
tion and belief in a deity
is what I am concerned
about though when read
ing the article.
I would argue that belief
and faith in a higher power
is much different than ob
taining a college education.
Certainly a college educa
tion is not a guarantee of
having a career in that field
post graduation and the
success of people without
college credits is also well
known. But overall, people
have a much better chance
at making a higher income
by graduating from college.
There is empirical evidence
to show the pay rates for
college graduates compared

to high school graduates.
There is empirical evidence
for poverty associated with
educational levels. In the
realm of religion, there is
no empirical evidence at all.
People are more likely to
think that getting a college
degree will lead to a bet
ter career and also higher
economic gains. There is
evidence for that.
While religion is preva
lent around the world, there
is no evidence to show that
your belief and understand
ing of that religion will have
any gains at all.
It’s also interesting to
note that the higher an
education a person receives,
the chance of them being
less religious also increases.
According to recent studies
by the Pew Research Center.
I don’t attend a univer
sity because of “faith”, I

‘Rosedale floral

attend college because the
evidence shows I am more
likely to have a higher pay
ing, more fulfilling career as
a result.
It is all to common for
people to hold thoughts,
beliefs, and the like when
there is no evidence for
it. Many are taught in the
U.S to “stick to our guns”
despite evidence to the con
trary. I would argue that in
a situation such as the one
you wrote about, it is more.
logical (which is what we
want) to obtain your higher
education and abandon
your religious beliefs. The
natural scientific world of
stars and galaxies
is far more interesting
than burning bushes and
talking snakes.
Ciao,
STEVEN BELSTRA

GVSU STUDENT
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Submissions should be 500-600 words in length,
please include a headshot and a byline with a
relevant title. Submissions should discuss the
world of higher education at GVSU to
give students a different perspective.
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Conference addresses needs for aging population
The Age of Empowerment gives advice to elderly on the importance of eating right and staying healthy
BY KARA HAIGHT
GVL STAFF WRITER

The eighth annual Art and Science of Aging
Conference, held on Feb. 8, hosted students, pro
fessors and researchers from Grand Valley State
University and other institutions around the U.S.
to discuss the different aspects of aging healthily.
The theme for the conference concentrated
on “The Age of Empowerment,” with presenta
tions and panels discussing topics like age-relat
ed diseases, the importance of food to preserve
health and age-related communities. According
to the conference website, the programs are de
signed to teach participants how to work with
and for older adults.
Thomas Peris, director of the New England

ii
Being able to explain
treatment plans and
communicate with patients
in ways that will help
them to understand why
treatment is important.

If

JACKIE MAIN
GVSU STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE
AT THE 2012 ART & SCIENCE OF AGING
CONFERENCE

Centenarian Study at Boston University, addressed
the issue of living healthily to an old age.
Priscilla Kimboko, a professor in GVSU’s
School of Public, Nonprofit & Health Adminis
tration is coordinator for the event.
The event is organized by volunteers, but
professional presentations are mixed into the
sessions, Kimboko said.
“We also have student research posters on ag
ing by students in courses in psychology and social
work,” Kimboko said. “(The research posters) are
or will be posted on the (conference webpage)”

The topic of prevention and aging is a relevant
topic to not only GVSU but West Michigan in
general. In January, Seidman College of Business
professors Sonia Dalmia and Paul Isely released a
study, titled “Health Check: Analyzing Trends in
West Michigan 2013,” which found West Michi
gan’s youth population to be in decline and agerelated health costs to be rising.
The study focuses on the current and future
environment in West Michigan related to the
health field, including job openings, patient de
mographics, and many other areas.
The conclusion that age-related
health cost would rise is due to
•i
the finding that there are more
people in Kent, Ottawa, Mus
•w
kegon and Allegan counties
that are between the ages of
45-64 than 20-34.
The findings of the study are
similar to the 2012 “Health Check,” Jean
Nagelkerk, vice provost for health, told GVSU
News and Information Services. Nagelkerk
added that the report is a good way to get a feel
for where the health community is going in the
future.
While the “Health Check” study identifies
what the future holds for the health field in
West Michigan, the Art and Science of Aging
Conference is prepping both GVSU students,
and faculty about real world opportunities to
showcase their knowledge.
Jackie Main, who presented as a GVSU
student at the 2012 Art and Science of Ag
ing Conference, said the program helped her
learn to present her topic clearly to an unfa
miliar audience.
“This is something that I will have to know how
to do as a future occupational therapist,” Main said.
“Being able to explain treatment plans and com
municate with patients in ways that will help them
to understand why treatment is important.”
Not only did Main gain presentation expe
rience and verbal and public speaking skills,
but she said the conference helped further her
scholarly research.
“The research I presented on last year at the
conference actually is in press to be published
in the Journal of Health Education and Behav
ior,” Main said. “I am a co-author of the paper.”
For more information about the Art and Sci
ence oPAging Conference or to see past student
presentations, visit www.gvsu.edu/gerontology.
To read more from the “Health Check”, go
BO ANDERSON|GVL
to www.gvsu.edu/healthcheck.htm.
Staying fit at all ages: Richard Graves, former Boston Marathon participant and
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Hudsonville, MI
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currrent World Senior Games 100m dash runner, demonstrates stretching techniques.

BREAD
CONTINUED FROM A3

kind of a united front, so that’s kind
of what were getting at.”
Zucker said he senses no tension
between the groups at GVSU, and MSA
President Zeana Khodor agreed.
“I think there’s a real big miscon
ception that Jews and Muslims don’t
get along, so I think this will promote
togetherness, and I think it’s a good op
portunity to learn about a religion we
don’t know much about,” Khodor said.
Zucker added that he hopes the ef
fort to make peace at GVSU eventually
resonates with the rest of the world.
“I think we’re kind of a ways off in
terms of the whole world perspective
of everything, but little by little 1 would
hope that it goes there,” Zucker said. “I
don’t know how realistic that is in our
lifetime, which is sad, but I think there’s
just too much hatred on both sides. But
I think smaller things like this is how

you can start to change it, you know,
like people like this become friends.”

ii
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I think it’s a good
opportunity to learn
about a religion we
don't know much
about.

I)
ZEANA KHODOR
MSA PRESIDENT

As GVSU students come to know
one another’s faiths, they can spread

their understanding to their families at
home and back in their original coun
tries, Zucker said.
“A lot of our students have been to
Israel before, a lot of them have been to
their home countries, so you go back
there and you talk to your families
(about this),” he said. “It’s small things.”
Khodor said this is the first event that
Muslim and Jewish students gathered
together for the purpose of fellowship. “I
think we’ve always gotten along but I think
we still can make us closer,” she said.
And while bridging the gap between
Muslim and Jewish students at GVSU
may not have immediate worldwide
consequence, it stands to testify that
good relations are possible between the
two groups often seen at odds.
“I think when we make our relation
ship stronger it will promote peace and
less ignorance in the world, I guess, and
it’s always good to learn about another
culture or religion,” Khodor said.
news@lanthorn.com
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the university as the first
step to bringing him to where
he is today in regards to ser
vice.
“It was a lot of work, but it
was also really satisfying work
and I’m not sure if at that time
I could have pointed my finger
at a particular thing I enjoyed
about it, but it really had to
do with working with my col
leagues and approving their
proposals before it went off
to the Dean and the Provost
and the ECC,” Adams said.
“...I found that what I really
enjoyed was serving my col
leagues and the university. So
that is the first part - to discov
er something about yourself
by serving others, but there is
a last part - to lose yourself in

To find out bowyon can become
a member of our team, contact:

the process.”
Adams explained that each,
faculty member at the univer
sity is serving. They put in long
hours grading papers, chang
ing lecture notes, and prepar
ing for each class and they do
it because they enjoy it.
“We serve out of love and
not because we expect to get
something out of it,” Adams
said.
The event also featured a
short scene presented by the
GVSU Opera Theater per
formed by Anthony Lajoye
and Alexandra Papas, with
Robert Byrens on keyboard,
and concluded with appetiz
ers and drinks.
For more information on
the faculty convocation, visit
www.gvsu.edu/provost.
associate
lanthorn.com
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MONEY MATTERS

FINDING RELIEF FROM

FINANCIAL STRESS
BY AUSTIN METZ
GVL ASSOCIATE EDITOR

ix months ago, before students at Grand
Valley State University singing up for CHM
441 Advanced Organic Chemistry, BIO
426 Nucleic Acids Laboratory, and MTH
Automata and Theory of Computation sounded
like a good idea. So while you’re second-guess
ing those academic overachievements now that
you’ve also thrown other work, extracirriculars
and your increasingly non-existent social life
into the mix, remember not to forget to pay your
bills. Stressed out yet? If you are, don’t worry be
cause you’re not alone.

S

•

SORTING STRESSORS

Leah Roberts is a 20-year-old junior at Grand
Valley State University, a full-time, 15-credit stu
dent who struggles with both money manage
ment and it’s subsequent stressors.
“I reuse stuff a lot, I have the same notebooks
I have had since freshman year, I’m poor, I can’t
afford new ones,” said Roberts, who currently
can only work on weekends. “I don’t have a job
in Allendale, I have one back in Detroit. A lot of
my free time is spent trying to figure out when I
can go home to work instead of studying.”
In order to be able to work and attend GVSU,
Roberts makes the trek to and from Detroit ev
ery weekend to pick up shifts at a local hospital.
She said money, more than anything, keeps her
stress levels high, especially at start of each se
mester, when it’s even harder to make ends meet
with an extra $350 for rent and other household
bills piled on her payroll.
“Because I’m on my own,” Roberts said. “My
parents don’t help me and I get very little finan
cial aid, so rent is
very hard, bills are hard.”
And
although many students
may not realize it, stress could be
having an effect on
their academic per-

A study performed by Inceptia, titled Finan
cial Stress: An Everyday Reality for College Stu
dents, reported that one-third of respondents
said financial stress was having a negative impact
on their academic performance.
But how can money alone hold a person back
from their education?
465
One problem students face is the high costs
associated with attending college.
“I guess it (money) hinders because I can’t
buy a lot of recommended books and aids, I can’t
buy them,” she said. “I have to reuse notebooks
so I’m writing in the margins at this point, it’s
been three years.”
Each student’s financial situation is different
from the next, so by utilizing resources put in
place specifically for students with fiscal woes,
school can be a lot less stressful.
CUTTING BACK

For Derson Figuereo, a GVSU sophomore,
who said financial aid, coupled with cutting text
book costs, also cuts down on his stress levels.
“I rent my books and it’s not usually through
the school bookstore,” Figuereo said. “That is the
last option because it is over priced but if I do buy
books, it is out of my own pocket. It’s not FAFSA
money because I use that toward tuition.”
This semester, Figuereo is taking 16 credits
and five classes which require him to purchase
13 books.
By renting his textbooks rather than buying
them at full cost, Figuereo was able to get all of
his books for only $141.
“I have done that to start saving money and
it wasn’t a new thing at all,” he said. “I was given
many tips from college friends in high school
and it was the best, smartest choice, I believe.”
With students having to deal with having
money on the mind, many have turned to partSEE STRESS, A8
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Crunching numbers: Senior Samantha Schaeffler and John Hubble work on tax returns at the free tax service offered by GVSU accounting majors on Saturday. GVSU accounting
students will be gaining real life experience by providing free tax service through the Voluntary Income Tax Assistantship to those who are making less than $55,000 a year.

GV accounting students offer free tax services
BY RACHEL CROSS
'GVL ASSISTANT NEWS

f

t. It’s that time of the year, and
Americans nationwide are groan
ing over old receipts and getting
ready to file their taxes. But this year,
at Grand Valley State University,
studenst are in luck as the Voluntary
Income Tax Assistantship (VITA)
program guides them less painfully
through the process.
■ VITA is a national tax program
that offers free tax services to in' dividuals whom make less than
$55,000 a year. Every Saturday, ac
counting majors from Grand Val* ley State University volunteer at the
'DeVos Center to help individuals file
their taxes.
" Kipchumba Chelilim is an ac
counting major at GVSU and site co
ordinator of the VITA hosted at the
Pew Campus’ DeVos Center, over

sees tax matters of the site, interacts
with the head of the program, and
answers all tax-related questions. He
said he also remains in contact with
tax-payers, as well.
“The entire VITA program start
ed out as an IRS initiative,” Chelilim
said. “The idea was to offer free tax
services to people in the community
that can’t afford to pay for their taxes
to get prepared. Ever since then, we
have networked with community
partners including United Way, The
Kent County Tax Credit Coalition,
and Beta Alpha Psi.”
Currently, Chelilim said that they
don’t see a lot of GVSU students
come in to get their taxes done;
rather they see more people come in
from the community. He added that
it is only their third year doing the
program at the DeVos Center site,
so making college students aware is
crucial.

“GVSU students should use our
program because it is a free service
right on campus and was meant for
people to use it,” Chelilim said.
Chelilim said that while offering
free tax services can be rewarding,
it presents its own set of challenges,
too.
“I run into unusual situations
consistently,” Chelilim said. “Some
times are software doesn’t pick up all
issues. Our software performs with
in a certain scope and can be too
complicated for the program, which
need to be referred to professionals.”
Samantha Schaeffler, accounting
major at GVSU and vice president of
community service for Beta Alpha
Psi, organizes and schedules vol
unteers to come in every Saturday
to help people file their taxes. She
said that she schedules volunteers to
come in two to three times during
the program, but can also come in

when they want too as well. Schaef
fler is also a tax preparer at the site.
“After doing more tax returns, I
became used to looking for certain
information that would come in,
and became more confident with
interacting with the clients,” Schaef
fler said.
Chelilim said that accounting
majors from GVSU that participate
in this program must go through
training over winter break. The first
two weeks consist of going over the
VITA program and IRS training, in
cluding being able to understand the
nature of the software program to
prepare taxes, as well as going over
practice problems. The third week,
students take their certification test
which determines on whether or
not they can become volunteers in
VITA.
“We (accounting majors) have an
advantage when we run into com

plex issues because we learn about
different things that can happen
when preparing taxes in our classes,”
Chelilim said.
Overall, Chelilim said that the
VITA program is a positive experi
ence for both the volunteers and the
customers that come in.
“We give back to the community
and families rely on us,” Chelilim
said. “Even just filing $100 can make
the biggest difference to some peo
ple, so that they can pay for bills or
put food on the table.”
To sign up to get your taxes done
through the VITA program at the
DeVos Center in Room 115A, call
616-459-2255 and ask to make
an appointment at this location.
These workshops are held every
Saturday until Apr. 6, from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m.
assistantnews a)
lanthorn.com
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STRESS
CONTINUED FROM A1

time or full-time employment to get by.
The survey by Inceptia found that 74 percent of those who
responded work during the academic year and 15 percent of
students are working full-time while going to school.
* The alarming part of this is that on average, students are
jvorking about 21 hours a week while going to school, which
fnakes it harder to devote the proper time to studies.
. - Through different research, it has been proven that when
forking more than 10 hours a week, students are likely to

see an in^jBHBII negative academic outcdttflfe
Hike that number up to 20 hours per week, and the study
reported that 46 percent of students saw a negative impact
on their academic performance and 49 percent of reduced
their course load because of the stress in their lives.
And though in a perfect world, saving money and making
the grade both come quick and easy, here in the real world
Roberts and Figuereo both deploy self-discipline in keeping
consistent with their cost-cutting measures.
“I do not go shopping anymore,” Roberts said. “I used to
have a massive shopping problem. I’m an impulse shopper; I
can’t go to the store. I also don’t go grocery shopping hungry.

lisntaftohole lof I can sdy other than know how much
you have before you go shopping.”
MOVING FORWARD

Figuereo said for him, setting financial goals for each se
mester keeps him on track.
“The key thing I always do is to have goals,” Figuereo said.
“For example, your goal is to save $50 on books a semester.
Really have that and work towards that and always question
yourself, Alright, am I doing the best I can to get that?' And
just always look for news things and be open.”
And sometimes for Roberts, just a little reminder that it’s
normal and even okay to be broke in college is enough to
keep her stress in check.
“I view it: I’m in college, society tells us to be poor,” Roberts
said. “This is the only time in your life you can be poor.”
But if the stresses of money management really start to
get you down, a study done by Brown University and posted
to their website lists the symptoms for financial stress as
difficulty sleeping, digestive problems, weight gain or loss,
anxiety and even avoiding the problem all together - like
leaving unopened bills to pile up - because of subconcious
financial stress.
Now you know the symptoms, so stop the cycle and be
proactive. According to Brown University researchers, the
first step is to plan ahead. Always know how much money
you have available, and track your day-to-day spending to
make sure you’re keeping current. Keep your lines of com
munication clear with family and friends - whether your feel
like your worries are realistic or not - because just vocalizing
the stresses help you come to terms with the reality of a situ
ation. Lastly, experts recommend that the financially freaked
out simply change the focus. Find something else outside of
your finances to put your energy into.
And if there’s no methodology that can quell the racing
in your mind, take at least a little comfort in comradery because you can bet your bottom dollar that there are more
Roberts and Figuereo’s out there than you think.
associate@lanthorn.com

Lakeshore Pregnancy Center
of Allendale
4623 Lake Michigan Dr.
Allendale, MI 49401
(next to Speedway)

616-895-189

Offering Free
Pregnancy Testing, Pregnancy Counseling, Ultrasound,

Abortion Information and Community Referrals

www.lpcenters.com
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MEN BREAK FOUR
RECORDS AT MEET
The No. 5 Grand Valley
State University men's indoor
track team had a solid first day
at the GVSU Big Meet, notching
23 NCAA Division II qualifying
marks and four school records.
GVSU junior Tendo Lukwago
set the new GVSU record in
the triple jump, with a secondplace mark of 14.55 meters.
Ethan Barnes, a redshirt fresh
man, broke the school record
800 meter run with his fourthplace and NCAA Dll automatic
qualifying mark of 1:49.98. In
the 200 meter dash, freshman
Torri Tillman earned a provi
sional qualifying mark with
his ninth-place time of 21.85
seconds, a new Laker record.
The team will return to action
Friday at the GVSU Tune-Up,
which starts at 3 p.m.
TENNIS DEFEATS
LOCAL UNIVERSITIES
The Grand Valley State
University men's tennis teams
picked up a pair of wins Sat
urday, defeating Davenport
University 7-2 and Cornerstone
University 8-1. In doubles play,
GVSU sophomore Francis Ber
trand and junior Bryan Hodg
es picked up an 8-5 victory
against Davenport in the No. 1
spot, then an 8-1 victory over
Cornerstone. Bertrand and
Hodges also picked up a pair
of victories in singles competi
tion. GVSU will compete in the
Grand Rapids City Tournament
at 3 p.m. on Friday and at noon
on Saturday.

ROBBED
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Controversial disqualification
costs men's swimming,
diving GLIAC Championship
BY JAY BUSMEN

was the sighting of a GVSU
swimmer leaving leave early
in the mens 200-meter free
ollowing the 2013 style relay, costing the team
GLIAC
Champion 32 points, though GVSU
ships, all that stood team members and coaches
between the Grand Valley
still dispute the claim.
“We deserved the win,”
State University mens swim
ming and diving team and a said junior Michael Griffith.
conference title was a tough “Were not mad at anyone,
call from GLIAC officials just upset with the way it
over the weekend. Wayne happened. Wayne State had
State University (780 points) it handed to them on a gold
took home the 2013 GLIAC en platter.”
Griffith finished in the
Championships for the third
straight year, while GVSU top three of all seven events
(763.5 points) placed second he competed in. He touched
after a controversial call on first in the 100 fly with an
the third day of competition NCAA DII B cut time of
got the team disqualified for
SEE SWIMMING, A3
what GLIAC officials said
GVL ASSISTANT SPORTS
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Staying afloat: Freshman Elle Ryan competes in the
breaststroke against Indianapolis on Saturday.
BO ANDERSON IGVL

GV breaks big records at Big Meet
BY PETE BARROWS
GVL STAFF WRITER

With the GLIAC Indoor
Track and Field Champi
onships quickly approach
ing, the Grand Valley State
University track and field
teams continue to push for
success.
At the GVSU Big Meet,
23 Division II qualifying
marks were hit by the Laker
men and four GVSU indoor
track and field school re
cords were also toppled.
The GVSU women accu
mulated 24 qualifying marks
and had two (both by senior
thrower Sam Lockhart) au
tomatic qualifier? set in the
process. They’ve held the
title of being the No. 1 Di
vision II womens program
in the U.S. Track and Field
and Cross Country Coaches
Association poll for 20 con
secutive weeks.
On Saturday, the men
hit three more provisional

GVSU WINS Ml
DODGEBALL CUP
The Grand Valley State Uni
versity club dodgeball team
won the Michigan Dodgeball
Cup, a competition played at
Michigan State University on
Saturday. GVSU (10-1) defeated
Saginaw Valley State University
2-1 in overtime, avenging their
their only loss on the season
from Nov. 4. The Lakers also
picked up wins against Central
Michigan University 4-1 and
Michigan State 3-2 en route to
winning the cup for the sixth
time in eight seasons.

GLIAC

STANDINGS
M. BASKETBALL
GUAC North Standings

Wayne State
GVSU
MichiganTech.
Ferris State
Lake Superior St.
Northwood
Saginaw Valley
Northern Mich.

13-3
12-5
12-5
11-6
9-8
9-8
7-10
4-13

M. BASKETBALL
GUAC South Standings

Findlay
Hillsdale
Walsh
Malone
Ashland
Tiffin
Lake Erie
Ohio Dominican

12-5
11-6
10-6
8-9
7-10
5-12
4-13
1-16

W. BASKETBALL
GLIAC North Standings

Wayne State
MichiganTech
GVSU
Ferris State
Northwood
Northern Mich.
Saginaw Valley
Lake Superior St.

13-3
13-4
11-6
10-7
9-8
8-9
8-9
4-13

W. BASKETBALL
GLIAC South Standings

Ashland
Findlay
Malone
Tiffin
Hillsdale
Walsh
Ohio Dominican
Lake Erie

17-0
14-3
8-9
7-10
5-12
4-12
3-14
1-16

SEE RESULTS, A3
ROBERT MATHEWS | GVL

Going big when it counts: Junior Joe Graves competes in the 500D meter run on Friday during the GVSU Big Meet. Graves
has helped move the men’s Track and Field team into the top five in the nation following a strong showing in the Big Meet.

Lakers lose 69-58
BY TATE BAKER
GVL STAFF WRITER

The Grand Valley State Uni
versity womens basketball team
went toe-to-toe with GLIAC
foe Michigan Tech University
this past Saturday night.
Unfortunately for GVSU,
they found themselves on
the wrong end of the scoreboard, dropping a 69-58
decision to Michigan Tech
(15-6, 13-4 GLIAC).
“I thought we really fought
hard,” said head coach Janel
Burgess. “Our effort was defi
nitely there. In the end, it was
a difference of who knocked
down shots.”
In the first half, the Lak
ers went back-and-forth
with the Huskies, matching
every shot they would make,
and vice versa. Although
both squads were under 40
percent shooting for the
half, the sporadic pace gave
GVSU a 31-30 advantage
heading into halftime.
“We played with a lot of
energy in the first halfT said
sophomore Kat LaPrairie,

who chipped in with 12 points from our inability to get
and four rebounds. “I thought stops on defense as well.”
we knocked down shots, and
GVSU also had issues with
we did a good job of keeping controlling the ball. Michi
tempo in the first half?’
gan Tech forced 13 Laker
Unfortunately, the sec turnovers, which resulted in
ond half would be a differ 16 points off of turnovers for
ent story for GVSU, as the the Huskies.
Lakers were unable to keep
“That was huge,” said se
pace with Michigan Tech nior Briauna Taylor, who for
and would eventually be un the 14th time this season led
able to make up the deficit.
the Lakers in scoring, tally
“The amount of hustle ing 17 points. “We have to
plays that Tech made down take care of the ball. I know
the stretch was big for them,” we can beat them, and I can’t
Burgess said. “We couldn’t wait to play them again.”
contain them during some • GVSU finally returns home
points of the game. Contest after four straight games on
ing three’s was also an issue.”
the road. GVSU went 2-2 on
Shooting percentages was during the four game stretch,
the telltale stat in the second including a win 67-56 win
half as the Lakers couldn’t over Northern Michigan
keep up with Michigan Tech, University on Thursday. Tay
shooting only 38 percent lor and LaPrairie were once
from the field. Meanwhile, the again the top scorers for the
Huskies shot 50 percent from Lakers in that game, as Taylor
the field, as well as hitting on scored 15 points and LaPrai
5-of-7 from three-point range rie added 13 points.
in the second half.
“Its going to be a battle
“We just couldn’t seem to with every game you play in
get stops in the second halfT this league,” Burgess said. “We
LaPrairie said. “I think our ran into somewhat of a buzz
flow on offense was jarred . saw here in Houghton, but we

ROBERT MATHEWS |
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Going down: Junior Dani Crandell drives to the hoop during
the team’s recent 69-58 lose to Michigan Tech University. •

will get back into the gym and
gear up for Thursdays game.”
This upcoming Thursday
at 8 p.m., GVSU will face fel

low GLIAC foe Lake Supe
rior State University (5-16,
4-13 GLIAC).
tbak«r@lanthorn.com

CVV.STOFFCflMPUSHOUSING.COM
Find what you're looking for.
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Slow start, GV struggles for recovery

;•

BY BRYCE OEROUIN
GVL SPORTS EDITOR

r

For one of the first times
this year, the Grand Valley
State University mens bas
ketball team dug themselves
' a hole they couldn’t dig their
• way out of.
[; GVSU (15-6,12-5 GLIAC)
• has made a habit of making
• Comebacks or strong runs in
• the second half, but a 34-13
I halftime deficit to Michigan
l hech University proved to be
too much for the Lakers, and
Michigan Tech (15-6, 12-5
GLIAC) came away with a
.69-51 victory.
* “We were sort of off our
igame right from the start,”
said head coach Ric Wesley.
“They came out and really got
it going on us in the first half.
We just had a number of care
less mistakes, missed a couple
open shots. Meanwhile, they
were just on fire. Next thing
we know, were playing from
a big deficit.”
The loss marked the first time
that the Lakers were defeated by
double digits this season. GVSU
only managed six field goals in
the first half, shooting 6-of-19 in
the first half.
“I didn’t think our ball
movement was great in the
first half,” Wesley said. “Our
post-ups weren’t in there
deep enough. We just didn’t
get opportunities. The few
good opportunities we had,
we didn’t take advantage of
them. We missed the open

shot, or didn’t hit the open
man at the right time. In the
meantime, they were scoring,
so we didn’t get a chance to
get any fast break points as
well. Next thing you know,
we really struggled to manu
facture points.”
With a plethora of injuries
to their frontline, and foul
trouble for senior Tyrone Lee
and freshman Ricardo Car
bajal, the Lakers had difficul
ties trying to contain GLIAC
leading scorer and rebounder,
senior Ali Haidar, who tallied
20 points and nine rebounds.
“We’re shorthanded now
anyway on the frontline as it
is,” Wesley said. “It’s hard for
us to compete with a team
that has a guy like Ali Hadair,
without our starters being
able to play and defend ag
gressively. Both of them had
one silly foul in the first half.
We need them to be a little
bit more disciplined and not
pick up those silly fouls.”
GVSU previously de
feated Michigan Tech 70-65
in Allendale. Both Michigan
Tech and GVSU are tied for
second in the GLIAC at 125, a game and a half behind
Wayne State University, who
sits at 13-3.
Only one Laker scored
in double figures, as sopho
more Ryan Majerle tallied ten
points in the loss.
We just didn’t execute like
we did earlier in the year when
we played against them,” Ma
jerle said. “We struggled both

on offense and defense. It was
one of our worst games on the
year as a team. You can’t take
a night off in the GLIAC. We
didn’t come to play today. We
need to get back at it at practice
and get back on the horse.”
On Thursday, it was a dif
ferent story for GVSU as they
used a 17-1 run in the sec
ond half to defeat Northern
Michigan University (10-11,
9-8 GLIAC) 64-56. Carbajal
led the Lakers with 15 points
and five rebounds.
“I just think our defense
was strong,” Wesley said.
“We picked them up in the
full court and were able to
turn them over. We got some
breakouts. Our defense cre
ated some transition oppor
tunities and they didn’t have
a chance to get their defense
set. That’s what you hope for.
When you get those, it cer
tainly makes your offense a
lot easier and our defense was
working strong that night.”
GVSU will return to action
on Thursday, when they host
Lake Superior State University
at 6 p.m. With only five games
remaining in the season, GVSU
looks to regroup after losing
three of their last four games.
“We’re still one of the top
teams in the conference, so
we can’t get down,” said senior
Tony Peters. “We just gotta
learn from our loss and keep
moving forward. Our mental
ity going forward is to stay fo
cused more than anything.”
sports@lanthorn.com
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Dishing off: Junior Rob Woodson dishes the ball off while playing against Ferris State
University. Following a rough stretch, the Laker's have fallen to 15-6 on the season.
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SWIMMING
CONTINUED FROM A)

We put our best foot

48.75 seconds, and swam a leg
on three first-place relays.
He and teammates juniors Erik
Aakesson and Aaron Marken and
freshman Gianni Ferrero placed
first in the 200 medley relay with an
A cut time of 1:28.31, setting a new
GLIAC Championship and GVSU
varsity record in the process.
;
GVSU’s relay teams looked
strong all week, adding two more
“B” cut times in the pair of victo
ries.
Griffith, Ferrero, Marken and
sophomore Milan Medo touched

forward and gave
them everything we
could. We expected
it to be a very
challenging meet
and it was.
ANDY BOYCE
HEAD COACH

*

first in the 400 medley relay with
a time of 3:16.58, and notched an
other victory when Griffith, Ferre
ro, Medo and senior Derek Mead
won the 400 freestyle relay with a
time of 3:01.11.
“We put our best foot forward
tmd gave them everything we
could,” said GVSU^head coach
Andy Boyce, who* “Was part of a
three-way tie for the Dewey News
ome GLIAC Men’s Coach of the
Year. “We expected it to be a very
challenging meet and it was. The
(GLIAC) is probably the fastest Di
vision II conference in the nation.
I’m very proud of both teams.”
On the women’s side, the Lakers

could not keep up with the reign
ing NCAA national champions.
Wayne State (861.5 points)
dominated the competition, giv
ing the Warriors their fourth con
ference title in as many seasons.
GVSU finished fourth behind the
University a£«Mta»apolis (554.5'points) and Northerly Michigan
University (512 points), posting
465.5 points.
GVSU had finished in first or
second place for eight straight sea
sons.
“We’re going to learn from this
one,” said junior Caitlyn Madsen.
“It was a tough meet. We didn’t ex
pect Northern and Indianapolis to

T II A C h

RESULTS
CONTINUED FROM A1

qualifying marks, added
five top-five finishes and a
paced a meet record in the
distance medley relay. The
lady Lakers contributed nine
additional provisional cham
pionship qualifying marks
and two event victories.

FEB. 21ST AT 8PM

SUMMER IN MAINE

FOOD, ENTERTAINMENT, & MORE

Males 8c females. Meet new friends!
Travel! Teach your favorite activity.

WHAT TO WEAR--------------- ^
GREEN

if you're a transfer or new resident looking
for a roommate.

YELLOW if you renewed and need to fill open bedrooms.
RED

if you have roommates but want to meet neighbors
and other residents

OPEN
HOUSE
FEBRUARY 18-24
APPLY ONLINE TO RESERVE YOUR APARTMENT TODAY
1-------------------------- ► HOUSING IS LIMITED

AMENITIES
- 24 HOUR FITNESS CENTER - 24 HOUR GAME ROOM
•FREE TANNING

- FREE WIFI ANO CABLE

-24 HOUR THEATER

NEW HOT TUB

COMING
FALL 2013
www.48west.com
48west©48west.com 616-895-2400
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Close to 2000 athletes
participated,
represent
ing 64 institutions, 24 from
within Michigan’s borders,
and 11 states, including
Calif., Colo., Ky., N.C., and
W.Va.
“We had some real, real
bright spots,” said GVSU
head track and field coach
Jetry Baltes. “There’s always

I i

Tennis
Waterski
Gymnastics
7

Dance
Swim
Land sports

Kayak
Archery
Arts

June to August. Residential. Enjoy our website. Apply online.

TRIPP LAKE CAMP for Girls:
1-800-997-4347

www.tripplakecamp.com

A

have so many stars this year. It was
a bummer to finish fourth this year
after being second for so long.”
Madsen was the lone individual
event winner for GVSU, capturing
a victory in the 200 fly with a B cut
time of 2:03.32. She also broke her
own school record in the F00 fly,
when she touched second with an
other “B” cut time of 55.85.
The NCAA Division II National
Championships will be from Mar.
6-9 in Birmingham, Ala.
Boyce said the exact number of
student athletes competing at na
tionals is yet to be determined.
jbushen@lanthorn.com

FI E L I)
some spots that you want to
work on in any sport or game
situation, but you know four
school records on the guys
side, one of them being the
200, which has been the
only one we haven’t broken
during my tenure.”
A 14-year-old record,
originally set in 1999 by
Courtney Hill, was bested in
21.85 seconds by freshman
Torri Tillman, in his first at
tached race with GVSU.
Junior Kalena Franklin
scored a personal record in
the 60-meter hurdles with a
time of 8.39, the fourth fast
est time run in the Division
II ranks this season.
“Huge PR,” said Keith
Roberts, GVSU’s spring,
hurdle, and relay coach.
“She’s been running 8.5 con
sistent. One thing we talk
about is consistency, doing
it every week. Running eight
fifty is going to get you in
the finals and if you can do
that every week, we know
you’re ready. Now end of the
year, we’re starting to taper
and peak - we’re ready for
nationals.”
Seven of the top 25 and
three of the top five Division
II women’s teams and the
No. 2 Division II USTFCCCA-ranked Ashland men
were in attendance.
“They’re good, our guys
are good. It’s going to be
a great battle (throughout
the rest of the season),” Bal
tes said. “This weekend is
about focusing on what you
can control and taking care
of your business, trying to
get some qualifying marks,
moving up in national list,
and we did that in a lot of
spots and we’ve got to con

tinue to do that.”
The GVSU Tune-Up,
which will start this Friday
at 3 p.m., will be the Lakers’
final opportunity to meet
the few goals they have left.
“We still need to get a few
more qualifiers,” said GVSU
distance coach Nick Polk.
“Next week, we’re going to
take a crack at a couple more
people. We need to get our

a
Next week, we're
going to take a
crack at a couple
more people.

W
NICK POLK
GVSU DISTANCE COACH

lineup solidified.”
The entire team, staff in
cluded, anticipates a kick to
come in the both the GLI
AC, which will be held on
Feb. 23 and 24, the last meet
hosted in Allendale this sea
son and NCAA Division II
Championships, which will
be run in Birmingham, Al.
“It’s been great for these
student athletes and we keep
progressing,” Baltes said.
“Shaping up to be an in
credible conference meet on
the guys side in two weeks,
so hopefully a lot of people
want to see a great track
meet, come out and support
our Lakers.”
pbarrowsfftlanthorn.com
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Late surge pushes Adrian past GVSU
BY ALEX HARROUN
GVL STAFF WRITER

The Grand Valley State Uni
versity mens club hockey team
gave one of their strongest per
formances in at least a month on
Saturday afternoon to outshoot
Adrian College 35-24.
However, the show of strength
was not enough for the Lakers,
as the mens team dropped a 6-3
decision in the last cruicial mo
ments of the game.
Adrian capitalized in the last
five minutes by crashing the net re
peatedly, resulting in the scoring of
three unanswered goals that gave
Adrian a late-game lead and put
the game out of reach for GVSU.
“It was a very tight game,” said
senior captain Craig Marrett. “They
scored early but then it was back
and forth until the last five minutes
of the game. The effort was there
but we couldn’t pull off the win.”
Junior Chad Wilhelm scored
his 17th and 18th goals of the
season in the first period off the

rush, giving the Lakers a 2-2 tie
going into the second period.
“We had a pretty balanced
attack tonight,” said head coach
Mike Forbes. “We created oppor
tunities on all four lines which
was nice to see. We were a little
passive on our fore-check lately
and I think we were a lot more
aggressive on the puck.”
Adrian took a 3-2 lead in the
second period as the game became
faster paced with tighter and tight
er defensive play on both sides.
“Our play was much more
competitive,” Forbes said. “We
gave up six goals on 24 shots, so
that makes it pretty tough, but
we played well. It’s a positive step.
We were able to elevate our game
and compete the way we did.
The score wasn’t indicative of the
game at all. It could have been a
3-2, 3-3 game in our favor. We
gave up three goals in the third
we would like to have back.”
Despite the late offensive
flurry by Adrian, freshman Ty

ler St oiler scored his 13 th goal of
the season on a late power play
with under a minute to go in the
game. Stoller also added an assist
on one of the Wilhelm goals.
“It’s as good as we’ve played
since our Colorado trip,” Forbes
elaborated. “Our tempo, physicality, scoring opportunities, and
pressuring the puck all over the
ice, I thought we looked good. We
outshot them, but unfortunately
they put the puck in the net.”
Sophomore goaltender Doug
Chidester fell to 6-3 for the sea
son with the loss. Chidester will
look to get his seventh victory
of the season Sunday against
Western Michigan University at
Georgetown Ice Arena.
“We played a really solid game
all around,” Forbes
said. “We had a little
difficulty in net to
night, but that’s part of the process,
I thought the defense played well,
we just struggled to stop the puck.”
aharroun@lanthorn.com
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Outshot: Sophomore Jacob Endicott takes the puck down the ice during a
previous match. The Laker’s were outshot 35-24 in the most recent game.

H O C k E Y
Slowing down:
Hilary Daniels
protects the puck
during a previous
game this season.
The lady Laker’s,
went 0-1-1 this past
weekend after a 3-3
tie and a 2-0 loss
against Michigan
State.

'‘♦mi imiiiuJ fix**
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Michigan State proves to be
too much for GVSU hockey
BY ALEX HARROUN
GVL STAFF WRITER

The woes continued for
the Grand Valley State Uni
versity women’s club hockey
team this weekend in a rivalry
showdown with Michigan
State University.
GVSU was not able to se
cure a win, but did manage
to rebound to record a 3-3
tie with Michigan State, after
dropping a 2-0 decision on
Saturday.
In the final home game of
the season, the Lakers got off
to a fast start Sunday, wearing
down Michigan State in their
own zone with an aggres
sive fore-check. Junior Lau
ren Barlog scored the open
ing goal off a rebound while
screening the goaltender in
front of the net.
The physicality and penal
ties picked up in the second
period. While playing fouron-four, Michigan State tied
the game, beating senior goaltender Michelle Wyniemko
low after a third rebound at
tempt found the back of the
net. Midway through the pe
riod with the Lakers on a fiveon-three penalty kill, MSU
took the lead after cycling
down low to find an open
winger on the fair side of the
play banging home an easy
goal for a 2-1 lead.
“Its frustrating, we came

out fighting in the comers,
winning the battles,” captain
Meghan Jahn said. “We were
working the whole game get
ting pucks in the net. We had
our chances.”
In the last five minutes of
the second, the Lakers roared
back to life after freshman
Stacey Mathieu tied the game
with a beautiful wrist shot
finding the top shelf on the
short side. Junior Alisha Day
gave the Lakers the lead, beat
ing the Michigan State goaltender five hole on a two-onone rush minutes later.
Late in the third period
Michigan State tied the game
on a breakaway beating Wyni
emko on the glove side.
In the overtime, the Lak
ers were unable to conjure up
a late tall, giving them one
point out of the possible four
for the weekend after the 3-3
tie.
,
The Lakers showed great
pressure and cycled the puck
well in the offensive zone
early in the game Saturday,
spending the majority of the
period in MSU side of the ice.
Multiple power plays, includ
ing a five-on-three produced
multiple great scoring chanc
es, but nothing on the board.
Michigan State got on the
board first when a forward
trailing behind the play was
left unguarded getting a low
shot passed Wyniemko.

“I’m not happy about the
first goal I gave up,” Wyniem
ko said. “I felt the puck hit my
stick so that was frustrating.
On the second one, I made
the first save and there were
two girls open in front. There
was nothing I could do.”
Michigan State added to
their lead early in the sec
ond period when a defensive
breakdown left a Spartan for
ward in front of the net with
out a defender within five feet,
which allowed Michigan State T
to make a quick move around
a sprawled out Wyniemko for
the 2-0 lead.
The back-and-forth play
continued into the third pe
riod as GVSU continued to
pressure the offensive zone. A
two-on-one by senior Shelby
Kucharski and junior Lau
ren Barlog provided the best
scoring chance of the period
for the Lakers. Unfortunately,
unable to solve the Michigan
State goaltender,the Lakers
were blanked 2-0.
“It was a solid team ef
fort,” said co-head coach Sean
McKeman. “A few break
downs and two ended up in
the back of our net. It was a
hard fought game for 60 min
utes. I’m proud of the way we
played, we just didn’t gener
ate enough offense to put it in
their net.”
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S.P.O.R.T.S. nonprofit creates framework for opportunity
BY BECKY SPAULDING
GVL STAFF WRITER

In 2011, Grand Valley State University student Tyler
Kinch was inspired to start a non-profit organization to give
underprivileged children opportunities to grow and develop
life values that they might not have had otherwise.
Kinch went to a leadership event, sponsored by his frater
nity, Sigma Phi Epsilon, and got an idea of how to get started.
This is how the Students Providing Opportunities and
* Recreation Through Sports program came to be.
“It had always been my passion to (start a non-profit) be
cause I always enjoyed putting other people first and helping
them,” said Kinch, who is the .CEO of the S.P.O.R.T.S. pro! gram. “The first thing was getting people on my team to help
I out, and so I created my board of directors and we started
* meeting, and slowly but surely we started formulating ideas.”
Kinch has always enjoyed sports and when it came to
starting his non-profit he decided to combine the two.
•; The S.P.O.R.T.S. program is “committed to connecting
* with underprivileged children in communities both locally
! and worldwide through outreach programs utilizing the
1 universal language of sports,” according to their website.
* They “aim to enhance their quality of life by integrating fun,
l interactive, and character building experiences.”
*! The group raises money and collects sports equipment to do»nate to underprivileged schools and churches so that they can start
* programs of their own. They also run camps in the summer, in
cluding a basketball camp in Roseville, Mich, last year, Kinch said
; “(Donating sports equipment) will be an avenue to start
I -creating a relationship with the school,” Kinch said. “We
[ have the equipment, we’ll give it to them, and we’ll go and
\ «how our faces so we build a relationship. Then hopefully, in
; the future when they want to run a camp, they can come to
» jus and know that we’re here.”
* ‘ Josh Tucker, who keeps track of all incoming equipment
* >nd funds, also participates in the program’s events.
*»• “For me, personally, (this is a rewarding experience).
Through high school, I was the three-sport athlete. I love
sports, sports are my life and I wouldn’t be who I am to
day without them,” Tucker said. “To work with younger kids
who are just starting out and don’t know what they’re going
to get out of it, and being a sort of stepping stone in that
sense, I think it’s great.”
* Both Kinch and Tucker participated in the basketball
camp, raising funds to buy the kids refreshments and help
ing to teach them drills. The group is now in contact with
another school on the east side of the state about setting up
a basketball camp, Kinch said.
“It was a pretty small camp, but it was cool to start work
ing with it,” Kinch said.
S.P.O.R.T.S. runs on three main values: creating studentathlete to student-athlete relationships, providing an atmo
sphere for students to discover their values, and developing
leadership to encourage the continuation of paying-it-for* ward, Kinch said.
r
“So, basically, when you’re a kid playing sports, you al
ways look up to the varsity players,” Kinch said. “We wanted
to create that atmosphere and bring students to help thejn
- and I think the connection (is) greater.”
,
Behind the S.P.O.R.T.S. program are a set of Christian
ideals, and the group hopes to inspire kids to decide on their
own set of life standards as they get older.
“We want to help use our values to help them find theirs,”
* Kinch said. “We don’t want to enforce (our values) on them,
we just want to create the atmosphere and use what we’ve

TYLER KINCH | COURTESY

Helping others: Grand Valley State University student Tyler Kinch has worked to start a non-profit organization to help provide
underprivileged children the chance to develop life values through sports. The organization is sponsered by Sigma Phi Epsilon.

learned in sports to help them figure out what they want out
of life and help them grow.”
The group has been well-received in the local commu
nity and, through a local church, is in the process of sending
equipment to ministries in Romania and Mexico.
After their basketball camp last summer, the group had a
lot of positive feedback from parents, Kinch said.
“A lot of the parents talked about how no matter where
you are from, all these kids need this,” Kinch said. “Some
parents from the camp and some schools around here talked
about how their kids need to get out more, because they’re
stuck inside playing games. Someparients are worried about
their kids’ safety because they’re working and their kids are
home alone or on the streets.”
It doesn’t matter where they come from or what they have
offered to them, S.P.O.R.T.S. is a great medium to keep kids
active, he said.

Tucker has also had feedback from their fellow fraterni
ties, who participated in their last equipment drive.
“Everyone helped out amazingly,” Tucker said. “We had
(fraternity members) coming up to us and saying, ‘That was
a great way to combine us all,’ and asking if we were going to
have another drive. We’ve had great responses so far.”
These drives give the fraternity members “something they
can connect with,” Kinch added.
“To really put your heart into something you have to ac
tually, want to do that,” Kinch said. “Sports are something
that our fraternity loves to do, and that a lot of people love to
do. By being able to put your heart into something that you
love, you’ll get a whole lot more out of the service as opposed
to just trying to get a certain number of (volunteer) hours.”
For more information about the S.P.O.R.T.S. program,
visit their website at www.sportsnonprofit.org.
bspaulding@lanthorn.com

GV Greek life looks to exoand
BY JESSICA SMITH
GVL STAFF WRITER
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Greek Life has a long withstanding tra
dition on many college campuses across the
world. Nationally, there are over 70 fraterni
ties that are part of the National Interfrater
nity Council and 26 sororities that are part
of the National Panhellenic Conference.
Here at Grand Valley State University,
there are eight fraternities and eight so
rorities; and while the campus continues
to grow, so does the interest in Greek Life,
which has called for a closer look into an ex
pansion plan for GVSU Greek Life.
Alex Burkholz, president of the IFC,
said the expansion process is fairly open.
The current board decides whether or not a
chapter will be beneficial to the campus and
how well they’ll be able to acclimate.
“The goal is to communicate with the
groups that would like to come to campus
and set up an agreed-upon time for that or
ganization to join our community,” Burkholz
said. “The benefits to adding a new organization is to allow for more young men and
women to join Greek Life and to continue to
grow more as a community, but we believe
there is a well thought out way to do this.
With each group that comes on, it brings a
new dynamic to the community and we welGetting to the greek: With only eight fraternities and eight sororities on campus, GVSU is
come that.”
Nick Schreiber, president of the Greek
Life Council, said they also have to take size and the Greek Life Council they are attempt toes, and that’s what we ended up doing.”
For this, the Greek world at GVSU saw
ing to join. One of the youngest fraternities
into account.
“GVSU looks at the size of the chapters on campus, Kappa Sigma, learned this the them as an underground fraternity, which
could put the university’s reputation at risk.
currently on campus first,” Schreiber said. hard way.
“The real problem arises should there
Back in 2009, Kappa Sigma started as an
“If recruitment classes show a decrease in
numbers, then it wouldn’t be smart to bring interest group. The group became a colony be any risk management issues that were
on a new chapter. We are better represented without the official recognition of the uni to happen,” he said. “Since they are not a
when we have a large community to build versity, and Spencer Richardson, the current GVSU student organization, Grand Valley
off of. Consider the amount of service and president of Kappa Sigma, said that’s when can’t monitor them or punish them for any
infractions they might have,” Schreiber said.
philanthropy dollars all the organizations conflict arose.
Their National Council recognized Kappa
“What our problem was is we were never
raise individually, it only helps the school
bringing organizations like that on campus aware of the process of starting a fraternity,” Sigma, but GVSU did not. Because of this,
Richardson said. “They weren’t pleased that they weren’t allowed to participate in socials
to help out the community”
Burkholz said the main reason a fraterni we didn’t follow their protocol, but we didn’t or other events along with the rest of the uni
ty would be denied recognition as an official even know about it at the time. That’s where versity’s Greek Life, leaving them feeling very
student organization is if they fail to follow our drama was. We were (trying to start our left out, but eventually that all changed.
Richardson said the issue was based on
the guidelines set in place by the university own thing), but we weren’t trying to step ofi

KAPPA SIGMA | GVL

looking to expand to meet student needs.

miscommunication. After presenting their
case to the IFC two times, three votes later,
and a little prodding from their National
Board, Kappa Sigma became an official fra
ternity on campus.
“For other fraternities in the future I would
definitely recommend them to submit a form
on the IFC website and then go from there
because it’s a lot more work and stress if you
don’t do it that way,” Richardson said.
Schreiber said the newest chapter to join
the Greek community at GVSU will be the
Sigma Sigma Sigma sorority next fall, and
there’s interest from both Tau Kappa Epsilon
fraternity and Phi Gamma Delta fraternity
to join in the future as well.
Jsmlth@lanthorn.com
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GV, Grand Rapids prepare for Fat Tuesday celebration
BY JACKIE SMITH
GVL STAFF WRITER

Are you ready for a Pazcki? Lucky for
you, Fat Tuesday is almost here.
Fat Tuesday, the day before Ash Wednes
day, is traditionally a “last hurrah" before
Lent, and fasting, begins, according to
AmericanCatholic.org.
Many different cultures have their own
way of celebrating the time before Lent take Mardi Gras, a raucous celebration that
stops abruptly at midnight on Fat Tuesday,
for example. Many people in Mich, how
ever, are more accustomed to a Fat Tuesday
celebrated with a sweet treat. The Pazcki, a
deep-fried treat similar to a jelly doughnut,
is prevalent this time of year due to the high
population of people with Polish heritage.
Eric Tetsworth, President of the Grand
Valley State University’s Klub Polski ex
plained why Pazckis are made in the first
place.
“Pazckis are made because of the coming
fasting for Lent,” Tetswoth said. “Tradition
ally, people should not eat or drink anything
pleasurable for this time of fasting.”
Although Tets worth said that the Pol
ish Club will not be doing anything for Fat
Tuesday with the public, the members of the
club will definitely be celebrating together.
“We will most likely have a party where
we eat and celebrate, while serving pierogi
dumplings and pazckis to go along with tra
dition,” Tetsworth said.
Eva Lewak, Advisor of the Polish Club
said her class will be celebrating with
pazckis at the end of the 5 p.m. lesson on
Tuesday, in MAK Hall B1128. Any students
that would like to join are welcome.
In Poland, starting on what is called the
Three King’s Holiday, Jan. 6, people in

Poland celebrate the last day of the Polish
Carnival, Lewak said. People dress up in
16th-century costumes and dance until mid
night.
Pazckis are served because it is the
last day to indulge in good food until Ash
Wednesday, and the start of Lent, Lewak
said. Traditionally, each person must eat at
least one pazcki because it is a sign of pros
perity in the future.
Although many Michiganders are of Pol
ish descent, many do not know much about
Polish tradition, or the meaning of pazckis,
Lewak said.
“I hope we can invite more students to
come to our classroom and have fun, and
learn our traditions,” Lewak said.
Lewak’s classroom is not the only place
that will be celebrating Fat Tuesday, many
places in the Grand Rapids area will be
hosting events as well.
The Grand Rapids non-profit group The
Arena District is planning a night of music,
food, contests, and drink specials for its
Mardi Gras celebration, with events to be
held at 12 downtown locations.
The locations will include The B.O.B.,
Rockwell/Republic, McFaddens, HopCat,
Stella’s Lounge, City Flats Hotel’s City Sen
Lounge, Louis Benton’s LB’s Lounge, and
the new Grand Rapids Brewing Co., ac
cording to The Arena District’s website.
“The celebration is geared to bring
downtown together and encourage partak
ers to visit various venues throughout the
evening.”
The Arena District’s Mardi Gras celebra
tion will run from 6-10 p.m. on Feb. 12.
For more information about GVSU’s
Klub Polski, visit their Facebook page.

■ ■!
AUDREY SCHLUTT|GVL

smlthJ@lanthorn.com

Getting fat: As Fat Tuesday creeps up, local bakery’s are stocking up on Pazckis for the last hurrah.

Chicago comedians keep crowd in stitches at BSU Comedy Jam
ans walked the thin line be
tween too funny and too far.
“I don’t tell jokes,” Lapow
The Kirkhof Centers ski said, warning the audi
Grand River Room filled ence at the beginning of his
with roaring laughter during set not too take anything he
Friday nights Comedy Jam, said on stage too personally.
hosted by the Grand Valley “I tell the truth.”
State University Black Stu
From picking on audi
dent Union. This year, the ence members to picking on
BSU event featured Chicago the whole group, he kept the
.comedians Ray Lapowski and crowd engaged as he told sto
headliner Damon Williams.
ries about being a white man
Diversity played a star- ~ that married into a black
ring role in the comedians’ family, sticking too the old
act, their jokes reflecting the mantra that “it’s funny be
differences in culture be cause it’s true” through tall
tween races.
tales of drugs, “stupid people
“White is plain Jane while doing stupid things,” and
black people are over the top,” public bathroom etiquette.
Lapowski said as the comedi
Lapowski joked about the
BY RACHEL MCLAUGHLIN

GVL STAFF WRITER

tickets on sale

rmclaughlin
alanthorn.com

Jheonly.

•616-895-9001

That Takes
Ovaries!

spectators singing along and
dancing out of their seats.
“At first I was apprehen
sive but as soon as the first
comedian came on stage, I
spent the rest of the night
laughing,” said audience
member Julia Stavale.

In his opinion, it’s always
day - a field that is always
changing and evolving.
best to keep it classic.
“Don’t put your whole life
Damon Williams hit
the stage dancing, greeted philosophy as your middle
by a cheering audience name,” Williams said.
that danced along with the
Williams’ high energy
headliner as hip-hop blared narratives didn’t stop with
hi jokes, but continued in
through the speakers.
“I believe you should the lapses between, where
laugh every chance you get,” he sang a little bit of gospel
and R&B samples that had
Williams told the audience.
Williams quickly switched
back and forth between topics,
talking about everything from ft
* b mu
the not-so-fashionable trend of
Mediterranean
leggings to the ever-increasing
in Allendale!
deadliness of the world around
us. He joked about social me
11221 Commerce
dia, the autocorrect feature on
Allendale, MI.
smartphones, and Facebook
49401
user names.

misuse of “swear words,” and
taught the audience how to
steal candy; which, for the
record, is as easy as “Head
down, stay low. No face, no
case; look away from the
camera,” for future reference.
And though Lapowski’s
set was mostly light-hearted,
he left the audience with
words of wisdom: “It’s far
more important to know
who your friends aren’t than
who they are. People make
time for the people they
want to make time for.”
Between comedians, hosts
gave brief histories of other
famous comedians, like Katt
Williams, and how comedy
has come to be what it is to-

are purchased at the door.
“That Takes Ovaries!:
Bold Women, Brazen Acts”
will perform March 22 at 7
p.m. in the Kirkhof Centers
Grand River Room, and
then again on March 23 at 7
p.m. at the Wealthy Theatre
in East Grand RApids.
For more information,
email Kira Smith-Butland at
ThatTakesOvariesGVSU@>
gmail.com.

Tickets are now on sale
for “That Takes Ovaries!:
Bold Women, Brazen Acts,”
produced by the Grand Val
ley State University Women’s
Center.
Tickers are $10 for stu
dents, and $15 for nonstu
dents and can be purchased
at the 20/20 desk in the
main lobby of the Kirkhof
Center at GVSU’s Allendale
Campus through March 22.
Tickets are $5 more if they
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